
 
 

Mobile Africa & Middle East: Opportunities, Markets & Forecasts 2008 -2013   

Page 1 

Table of Contents 
Glossary ................................................................................................................ 9 

1. Regional Overview 

1.1 Market Summary ........................................................................................ 11 
Figure 1.1: Africa & Middle East, Regional Subscriber Base (m), 2003-2007 ............................ 11 

Table 1.1: Africa & Middle East, Regional Subscriber Base (m) and Regional Penetration 
(%) 2003-2007 ................................................................................................................................... 12 

1.2 Market Background ..................................................................................... 12 
1.2.1 Leading Mobile Players ................................................................................................................................ 12 

Table 1.2: Africa & Middle East Leading Mobile Operators, Subscriber Base (m) 
December 2007 ................................................................................................................................ 13 

Figure 1.2: Africa & Middle East Market, Leading Operator Market Share, By Subscribers, 
2007............................................................................................................................................................14 

Figure 1.3: Africa & Middle East Market, Leading Operator Market Share, By Service 
Revenues (%) 2007. ............................................................................................................................... 14 

Table 1.3: Africa & Middle East Market, Leading Operators Service Revenues ($m) and 
Market Share (%) 2007.................................................................................................................... 15 

1.3 Regional Forecasts ...................................................................................... 15 
1.3.1 Subscriber Growth ...................................................................................................................................... 15 

Figure1.4: Africa & Middle East, Mobile Subscriber Growth (m), by Key Country (Saudi 
Arabia, South Africa, UAE, Nigeria, Israel, Egypt, Other) 2008-2013 ........................................ 16 

Table 1.4: Africa & Middle East, Mobile Subscriber Growth (m), by Key Country (Saudi 
Arabia, South Africa, UAE, Nigeria, Israel, Egypt, Other) 2008-2013 ................................... 16 

i. Subscriber Mix ............................................................................................................................................... 16 

Figure 1.5: Africa & Middle East, Prepaid/Postpaid (Contract) Subscriber Growth (m), 2008-
2013 .......................................................................................................................................................... 17 

Table 1.5: Africa & Middle East, Prepaid/Postpaid Subscriber Growth (m), 2008-2013 ... 17 

ii. 3G Adoption ................................................................................................................................................. 17 

Figure 1.6: Africa & Middle East, Subscriber Growth (m) by 2G/3G Adoption 2008-2013 .. 18 

Table 1.6: Africa & Middle East, Subscriber Growth (m) by 2G/3G Adoption 2008-2013
 ............................................................................................................................................................. 18 

iii. Mobile WiMAX Adoption ......................................................................................................................... 18 

Figure 1.7: Africa & Middle East, Mobile WiMAX Subscriber Growth (m) by Key Country 
(Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Other) 2008-2013 .............................................................................. 19 

Table 1.7: Africa & Middle East, Mobile WiMAX Subscriber Growth (m) by Key Country 
(Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Other) 2008-2013 ......................................................................... 19 

1.3.2 Mobile ARPU ................................................................................................................................................ 19 

Figure 1.8: Africa & Middle East, Region ARPU Forecasts ($) by Data/Voice 2008-2013 ..... 20 

Table 1.8: Africa & Middle East Region ARPU Forecasts ($) by Data/Voice 2008-2013 .. 20 



 Mobile Africa & Middle East: Opportunities, Markets & Forecasts 2008 -2013  

 

Page 2 

1.3.3 Revenue Forecasts ...................................................................................................................................... 20 

i. Service Revenues .......................................................................................................................................... 20 

Figure 1.9: Africa & Middle East, Operator-Billed Service Revenue ($m), by Key Country 
(Saudi Arabia, South Africa, UAE, Nigeria, Israel, Egypt, Other) 2008-2013 ........................... 21 

Table 1.9: Africa & Middle East, Operator-Billed Service Revenue ($m), by Key Country 
(Saudi Arabia, South Africa, UAE, Nigeria, Israel, Egypt, Other) 2008-2013 ...................... 21 

ii. Voice Revenues ............................................................................................................................................ 21 

Figure 1.10: Africa & Middle East, Operator-Billed Voice Revenues ($m), by Key Country 
(Saudi Arabia, South Africa, UAE, Nigeria, Israel, Egypt, Other) 2008-2013 ........................... 22 

Table 1.10: Africa & Middle East, Operator-Billed Voice Revenues ($m), by Key Country 
(Saudi Arabia, South Africa, UAE, Nigeria, Israel, Egypt, Other) 2008-2013 ...................... 22 

iii. Data Revenues ............................................................................................................................................. 22 

Figure 1.11: Africa & Middle East, Operator-Billed Data Revenues ($m), by Key Country 
(Saudi Arabia, South Africa, UAE, Nigeria, Israel, Egypt, Other) 2008-2013 ........................... 23 

Table 1.11: Africa & Middle East, Operator-Billed Data Revenues ($m), by Key Country 
(Saudi Arabia, South Africa, UAE, Nigeria, Israel, Egypt, Other) 2008-2013 ...................... 23 

iv. Mobile WiMAX Revenues ........................................................................................................................ 23 

Figure 1.12: Africa & Middle East, Mobile WiMAX Revenues ($m), by Key Country (Saudi 
Arabia, South Africa, Other) 2008-2013 .......................................................................................... 24 

Table 1.12: Africa & Middle East, Mobile WiMAX Revenues ($m), by Key Country (Saudi 
Arabia, South Africa, Other) 2008-2013 .................................................................................... 24 

2. Egypt 

2.1 Market Background .................................................................................... 25 
Table 2.1: Egypt – Key Social, Economic and Telecoms Indicators ...................................... 25 

Table 2.2: Leading Egyptian Mobile Operators and their Ownership .................................. 26 

2.2 Market Overview to 2007 ........................................................................... 26 
2.2.1 Prepaid & Postpaid Subscribers ................................................................................................................ 26 

Figure 2.1: Egyptian Mobile Subscriber Growth (m), Split by Prepaid & Postpaid (Contract) 
Users 2003-2007 ................................................................................................................................... 27 

Table 2.3: Egyptian Mobile Subscriber Growth (m) Split by Prepaid and Postpaid Users 
2003-2007 ......................................................................................................................................... 27 

2.2.2 Operator Market Share ............................................................................................................................. 27 

Figure 2.2: Egyptian Mobile Market, Operator Market Share (%) December 2007 ................ 28 

Table 2.4: Egyptian Mobile Market, Operator Market Share (%) and Subscribers (m) 
December 2007................................................................................................................................28 

2.2.3 Operator ARPUs & Revenues .................................................................................................................. 28 

Figure 2.3: Egyptian, Mobile ARPU Development by Operator, 2004-2007 ............................ 29 

Table 2.5: Egyptian Mobile ARPUs by Operator 2006-2007 .................................................. 29 

Table 2.6: Egyptian Operator-Billed Revenue (Total & Non Voice) and ARPU (Total & 
Non-Voice) 2006-2007 ................................................................................................................... 29 

2.2.4 Network Deployments and 3G Licensing .............................................................................................. 30 

2.3 Market Forecasts ......................................................................................... 30 
2.3.1 Subscribers .................................................................................................................................................... 30 



 
 

Mobile Africa & Middle East: Opportunities, Markets & Forecasts 2008 -2013   

Page 3 

Table 2.7: Egyptian Mobile Subscribers: Total Subscribers (m) & Penetration (%) 2008-
2013 .................................................................................................................................................... 30 

Table 2.8: Egyptian Prepaid & Postpaid Subscribers (m and %) 2008-2013 ......................... 31 

Table 2.9: Egyptian Total 3G Subscribers (m) & as Percentage of Total User Base 2008-
2013 .................................................................................................................................................... 31 

2.3.2 Operator Revenues & ARPU .................................................................................................................... 31 

Table 2.10: Egyptian Operator Billed Mobile Revenues ($m) Split by Total Service 
Revenues & Non-Voice Revenues and ARPU Forecasts, 2008-2013 ................................... 31 

Table 2.11: Egyptian Operator Billed ARPU ($m) Split by Total ARPU & Non-Voice 
ARPU 2008-2013 ............................................................................................................................. 32 

3. Israel 

3.1 Market Background ..................................................................................... 33 
Table 3.1: Israel – Key Social, Economic and Telecoms Indicators ....................................... 33 

Table 3.2: Leading Israeli Mobile Operators and their Ownership ....................................... 34 

3.2 Market Overview to 2007 ........................................................................... 34 
3.2.1 Subscribers .................................................................................................................................................... 34 

3.2.2 Operator Market Share .............................................................................................................................. 34 

Figure 3.1: Israeli Mobile Market Share by 3 Leading Operators, 2003-2007..........................35 

Figure 3.2: Israeli Mobile Market, Operator Market Share (%) 2007 ......................................... 35 

Table 3.3: Israeli Mobile Market, Operator Market Share (%) & Subscribers (m) 2007 ... 35 

3.2.3 Subscribers by Technology ........................................................................................................................ 36 

Figure 3.3: Israeli Mobile Subscriber Growth (m) by Technology (2G/2.5G and 3G/3.5G) 
2003-2007................................................................................................................................................36 

Table 3.4: Israeli Mobile Subscriber Growth (m) by Technology (2G/2.5G and 3G/3.5G) 
2003-2007 .......................................................................................................................................... 36 

Table 3.5: Israeli 3G Subscribers (m), Market Share (%) and Network Technologies, 2007
 ............................................................................................................................................................. 36 

Figure 3.4: Israeli 3G Subscribers, Market Share (%) by Operator, 2007 ................................. 37 

3.2.4 Operator ARPUs & Revenues ................................................................................................................... 37 

Table 3.6: Israeli Mobile ARPUs by Operator 2006-2007 ....................................................... 37 

Table 3.7: Israeli Operator-Billed Total and Non-Voice Revenue (NISm) and ARPU 
(NISm) 2006-2007 ............................................................................................................................ 38 

3.2.5  3G Networks and Services ....................................................................................................................... 38 

3.3 Market Forecasts ......................................................................................... 38 
3.3.1 Subscribers .................................................................................................................................................... 38 

Table 3.8: Israeli Mobile Subscribers: Total Subscribers (m) and Penetration (%) 2008-
2013 .................................................................................................................................................... 39 

Table 3.9: Israeli Prepaid & Postpaid Subscribers (m and %) 2008-2013 ............................. 39 

Table 3.10: Israeli Total 3G Subscribers (m) & Percentage of Total User Base (%) 2008-
2013 .................................................................................................................................................... 39 

3.3.1 Operator Revenues & ARPU .................................................................................................................... 39 



 Mobile Africa & Middle East: Opportunities, Markets & Forecasts 2008 -2013  

 

Page 4 

Table 3.11: Israeli Operator Billed Service Revenues ($m) and Non-Voice Revenues 
($m) 2008-2013 ............................................................................................................................... 39 

Table 3.12: Israeli - ARPU Forecasts, 2008-2013 ..................................................................... 40 

4. Nigeria 

4.1 Market Background .................................................................................... 41 
Table 4.1: Nigeria – Key Social, Economic and Telecoms Indicators ................................... 41 

Table 4.2: Leading Nigerian Mobile Operators and their Ownership .................................. 42 

4.2 Market Overview to 2007 ........................................................................... 42 
4.2.1 Subscribers .................................................................................................................................................... 42 

Figure 4.1: Nigerian Mobile Subscriber Growth (m), 2003-2007 ............................................... 42 

Table 4.3: Nigerian Mobile Subscriber Growth (m), 2003-2007 ........................................... 43 

4.2.2 Operator Market Share ............................................................................................................................. 43 

Figure 4.2: Nigerian Mobile Market, Operator Market Share (%) December 2007 ............... 43 

Table 4.4: Nigerian Mobile Market, Operator Market Share, December 2007.................43 

Table 4.5: Nigerian Mobile ARPUs by Operator 2006-2007 .................................................. 44 

Table 4.6: Nigerian Operator Billed Revenue (Total and Non-Voice) and ARPU (Total 
and Non-Voice) 2006-2007 ........................................................................................................... 44 

4.2.3 Privatisation/Acquisitions ........................................................................................................................... 44 

4.2.4  2G Licensing ................................................................................................................................................ 45 

4.2.5 Network Development .............................................................................................................................. 45 

4.2.6  3G Licensing and Network Deployment .............................................................................................. 46 

4.2.7 Other Regulatory News ............................................................................................................................ 46 

4.3 Market Forecasts ......................................................................................... 46 
4.3.1 Subscribers .................................................................................................................................................... 46 

Table 4.7: Nigerian Mobile Subscribers: Total Subscribers (m) and Penetration (%) 2008-
2013 .................................................................................................................................................... 47 

Table 4.8: Nigerian Prepaid & Postpaid Subscribers (m and %) 2008-2013 ........................ 47 

Table 4.9: Nigerian 3G Subscribers (m) & as a Percentage of Total User Base 2008-2013
 ............................................................................................................................................................. 47 

4.3.2 Operator Revenues & ARPU .................................................................................................................... 47 

Table 4.10: Nigerian Operator Billed Mobile Revenues ($m) & Non-Voice Revenues 
($m) 2008-2013 ............................................................................................................................... 48 

Table 4.11: Nigerian Operator Billed ARPU ($) & Non-Voice ARPU ($) 2008-2013 ...... 48 

5. Saudi Arabia 

5.1 Market Background .................................................................................... 49 
Table 5.1: Saudi Arabia – Key Social, Economic and Telecoms Indicators .......................... 49 

Table 5.2: Leading Saudi Arabian Mobile Operators and their Ownership ......................... 50 

5.2 Market Overview to 2007 ........................................................................... 50 



 
 

Mobile Africa & Middle East: Opportunities, Markets & Forecasts 2008 -2013   

Page 5 

5.2.1 Subscribers by Technology ........................................................................................................................ 50 

Table 5.3: Saudi Arabian Mobile Subscriber Base (m) by Technology (2G/2.5G and 
3G/3.5G) 2003-2007 ........................................................................................................................ 50 

Figure 5.1: Saudi Arabian Mobile Subscriber Base (m) by Technology (2G/2.5G and 
3G/3.5G) 2003-2007 ............................................................................................................................. 51 

5.2.2 Operator Market Share .............................................................................................................................. 51 

Figure 5.2: Saudi Arabian Mobile Market, Operator Market Share (%) December 2007 ...... 51 

Table 5.4: Saudi Arabian Mobile Market, Operator Market Share (%) and Market Share 
(m), December 2007........................................................................................................................52 

Figure 5.3: Saudi Arabian Prepaid/Postpaid Subscriber Mix (%) December 2007.................... 52 

Table 5.5: Saudi Arabian Prepaid/Postpaid Subscriber Base (m) and Market Share (%) 
2007 .................................................................................................................................................... 52 

5.2.3 Operator ARPUs & Revenues ................................................................................................................... 52 

Table 5.6: Saudi Arabian Mobile ARPUs by Operator 2006-7 ............................................... 53 

Table 5.7: Saudi Arabian Operator-Billed Revenue (Total & Non-Voice) and ARPU (Total 
& Non-Voice) 2006-7 ...................................................................................................................... 53 

5.2.4  3G Licensing................................................................................................................................................. 53 

Table 5.8: Third Saudi Arabian Mobile Licence. Sealed Bids (SARm & $m) March 2007 . 54 

5.2.5  3G Network Supply Contracts................................................................................................................ 54 

5.2.6 Mobile WiMAX ............................................................................................................................................ 55 

5.3 Market Forecasts ......................................................................................... 55 
5.3.1 Subscribers .................................................................................................................................................... 55 

Table 5.9: Saudi Arabian Mobile Subscribers: Total Subscribers (m) and Penetration (%) 
2008-2013 .......................................................................................................................................... 55 

Table 5.10: Saudi Arabian Prepaid & Postpaid Subscribers (m and %) 2008-2013 ............. 55 

Table 5.11: Saudi Arabian Total 3G Subscribers (m) & as a Percentage of Total User Base 
2008-2013 .......................................................................................................................................... 56 

5.3.2 Operator Revenues & ARPU .................................................................................................................... 56 

Table 5.12: Saudi Arabian Operator Billed Revenues ($m) & Non-Voice Revenues ($m) 
2008-2013 .......................................................................................................................................... 56 

Table 5.13: Saudi Arabian Operator Billed ARPU ($) & Non-Voice ARPU ($) 2008-2013
 ............................................................................................................................................................. 56 

6. South Africa 

6.1 Market Background ..................................................................................... 57 
Table 6.1: South Africa – Key Social, Economic and Telecoms Indicators .......................... 57 

Table 6.2: Leading South African Mobile Operators and their Ownership ......................... 58 

6.2 Market Overview to 2007 ........................................................................... 58 
Figure 6.1: South African Mobile Subscriber Growth (m) Split by Prepaid & Postpaid 
(Contract) Subscribers (m), 2003-2007 ............................................................................................ 58 

Table 6.3: South Africa Mobile Subscriber Growth (m), 2003-2007, Prepaid and Postpaid 
Users ................................................................................................................................................... 59 

6. 2.1 Operator Market Share ............................................................................................................................ 59 



 Mobile Africa & Middle East: Opportunities, Markets & Forecasts 2008 -2013  

 

Page 6 

Figure 6.2: South African, Market Share by Operator (%) 2003-2007 ...................................... 59 

Table 6.4: South African Mobile Market, Operator Market Share (%) and Subscribers (m) 
December 2007..................................................................................................................................59 

Figure 6.3: South African, Mobile Market Share by Operator (%) 2007 ................................... 60 

6.2.2 Operator ARPUs & Revenues .................................................................................................................. 60 

Figure 6.4: South African Blended ARPU (SAR) by Operator, 2004-2007 ............................... 60 

Table 6.5: South African Mobile ARPUs (SAR) by Operator 2006-2007 ............................ 61 

Figure 6.5: South African Blended Non-Voice ARPU (SAR) by Operator, 2004-2007 .......... 61 

Table 6.6: South African Mobile Non-Voice ARPUs (SAR) by Operator 2006-2007 ....... 61 

Figure 6.6: South African Operator Billed Revenue Growth (SAR m), Split by Voice, P2P 
Messaging and Non P2P Messaging Service Revenues, 2004-2007 ............................................. 62 

Table 6.7: South African Operator Billed Revenue Growth (SAR m), Split by Voice, P2P 
Messaging and Non P2P Messaging Service Revenues, 2006-2007........................................62 

6.2.3 Mergers and Acquisitions .......................................................................................................................... 63 

6.2.4  3G Licensing and Network Deployment .............................................................................................. 63 

6.2.5 Mobile WiMAX ............................................................................................................................................ 64 

6.3 Market Forecasts ......................................................................................... 64 
6.3.1 Subscribers .................................................................................................................................................... 64 

Table 6.8: South African Mobile Subscribers: Total Subscribers (m) and Penetration (%) 
2008-2013 ......................................................................................................................................... 64 

Table 6.9: South African Prepaid & Postpaid Subscribers (m and %) 2008-2013 ............... 64 

Table 6.10: South African Total 3G Subscribers (m) & as a Percentage of Total User Base 
2008-2013 ......................................................................................................................................... 65 

Table 6.11: South African Operator Billed Mobile Revenues ($m) & Non-Voice Revenues 
($m) 2008-2013 ............................................................................................................................... 65 

Table 6.12: South African Operator Billed ARPU ($) & Non-Voice ARPU ($) 2008-2013
 ............................................................................................................................................................. 65 

7. United Arab Emirates 

7.1 Market Background .................................................................................... 67 
Table 7.1: United Arab Emirates – Key Social, Economic and Telecoms Indicators ......... 67 

Table 7.2: Leading UEA Mobile Operators and their Ownership ......................................... 68 

7.2 Market Overview to 2007 ........................................................................... 68 
7.2.1 Subscribers .................................................................................................................................................... 68 

Figure 7.1: UAE Mobile Subscriber Growth (m) by Technology (2G/2.5G and 3G/3.5G) 
2003-2007 ............................................................................................................................................... 68 

Table 7.3: UAE Mobile Subscriber Growth (m) by Technology (2G/2.5G and 3G/3.5G) 
2003-2007 ......................................................................................................................................... 69 

Figure 7.2: UAE Mobile Market, Operator Market Share (%) December 2007 ...................... 69 

Table 7.4: UAE Mobile Market, Operator Market Share (%) and Subscribers (m) 
December 2007................................................................................................................................70 

Table 7.5: UAE Mobile ARPUs (AED) 2006-2007 .................................................................... 70 

7.2.2  3G Networks .............................................................................................................................................. 70 



 
 

Mobile Africa & Middle East: Opportunities, Markets & Forecasts 2008 -2013   

Page 7 

7.2.3 Regulatory News ......................................................................................................................................... 70 

7.3 Market Forecasts ......................................................................................... 71 
7.3.1 Subscribers .................................................................................................................................................... 71 

Table 7.6: UAE Mobile Subscriber: Total Subscribers (m) and Penetration (%) 2008-2013
 ............................................................................................................................................................. 71 

Table 7.7: UAE Prepaid & Postpaid Subscribers (m and %) 2008-2013 ................................ 71 

Table 7.8: UAE Total 3G Subscribers (m) and as a Percentage of Total user Base 2008-
2013 .................................................................................................................................................... 71 

Table 7.9: UAE Operator Billed Mobile Revenues ($m) & Non-Voice Revenues 2008-
2013 .................................................................................................................................................... 72 

Table 7.10: UAE Operator Billed ARPU ($) & Non-Voice ARPU ($) 2008-2013 ............. 72 

8. Regional Service Forecasts 

8.1 Mobile Advertising ...................................................................................... 73 
Figure 8.1: Africa & Middle East Mobile AdSpend ($m) Split by Delivery Channel (SMS, 
MMS, In-Content Download Advertising, On-Portal, Mobile Internet, Idle Screen, Mobile 
TV) 2008-2013 ....................................................................................................................................... 74 

Table 8.1: Africa & Middle East Mobile AdSpend ($m) Split by Delivery Channel (SMS, 
MMS, In-Content Download Advertising, On-Portal, Mobile Internet, Idle Screen, Mobile 
TV) 2008-2013 .................................................................................................................................. 74 

8.2 Mobile Entertainment Services ................................................................. 75 
Figure 8.2: Africa & Middle East Revenues ($m) from Mobile Entertainment Split by Product 
(Infotainment, UGC, Mobile TV, Music, Games. Adult, Gambling) 2008-2012 ........................ 75 

Table 8.2: Africa & Middle East Revenues ($m) from Mobile Entertainment Split by 
Product (Infotainment, UGC, Mobile TV, Music, Games. Adult, Gambling) 2008-2012 .. 76 

8.3 Mobile Financial Services ............................................................................ 76 
Figure 8.3: Africa & Middle East Value of Mobile Financial Services Transactions ($m) Split 
by Product (Mobile Payments & Mobile Banking) 2008-2011 ...................................................... 77 

Table 8.3: Africa & Middle East Value of Mobile Financial Services Transactions ($m) Split 
by Product (Mobile Payments & Mobile Banking) 2008-2011 ................................................. 77 

8.4 Mobile Ticketing and Coupons .................................................................. 77 
Figure 8.4: Africa & Middle East, Value of Mobile Ticketing ($m) Split by Product (Mobile 
Coupons & Mobile Ticketing) 2008-2011 ........................................................................................ 78 

Table 8.4: Africa & Middle East, Value of Mobile Ticketing ($m) Split by Product (Mobile 
Coupons & Mobile Ticketing) 2008-2011 ................................................................................... 78 

 
  


